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ACID RAIN- -continued from page 8 

the major source of nitric oxides, are similarly 
not required to have neutralizing anti-pollution 
devices . 

The EPA says it is "very concerned" about the 
problem and intends to conduct studies on the impact 
the rain has on the soil and plant life. But so 
far no studies are un,derway. An EPA spokesperson 
said "this thing went completely by us." But Dr. 
Eugene Likens of Cornell University, one of two 
American scientists to discover the problem., said 
he found it "hard to believe no study on ra.in wa- 
ter h.a.s ever been conducted." 

Due to prevailing weather patterns, the prob- 
lem now seems to be located primarily in Sca,ndina- 
via and the East coast of the United States. But 
there are indications that the problem is ra,pidly 
becoming widespread. Meanwhile, in the affected 
areas it isn't advisable to drink pure ra:in water— 
the rain currently falling in those areas is 5 to 
500 times as acidic as the level considered sa,fe 
by the EPA. 
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5 MONTH STRUGGLE OF FRANKLIN NATIONAL BANK 
ENDS IN LARGEST FAILURE IN U.S« BANKING HISTORY 

LIBERATION Mews Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) ““With a facade of confidence but 
a clear undercurrent of tens ion the U.S„ Comptroller 
of the Currency announced on October 8 the largest 
banking failure in UoSo Tilstory/ The' end of Franklin 
National Bank^ once the 20th largest of the nation’s 
14^600 banks ^ was certainly.no surprise, since its 
tumble was apparent as early as last May» But Wall 
Street cast an anxious eye, looking for what effects 
the failure would have on other banks. 

’’Confidence" was the key word. And Federal of- 
ficials did all they could to minimize the impact of 
Franklin’s failure in a bid to maintain- confidence 
in. the UoS. banking system. 

To ease the pain, the closing of Franklin Nat- 
ional and its reopening under new o.wnersnethe Eurofo 
pean- American Bank and Trust Co. --were announced 
simultaneou'sly o .European-American, which is owned 
by six large European banks, immediately assured de- 
positors that the new institution was solvent and 
stressed that the new owners would be open the next 
day to conduct ’’business as usual.’’ 

For Franklin National Bank the failure ended a 
nearly five month battle to remain an independent 
banking institution. In that time Franklin suffered 
a loss of $lo5 million in deposits, dropping it to 
47th from 20th among the nation’s banks. The massive 
withdrawals were started by Franklin’s announcement 
on May 10 that the bank had lost $14 million in for- 
eign- exchange trading. In July the bank wrote off 
another $11.8 million in losses from ’’bad’’ loans, 
and reported sale of bonds they were investing in at 
a loss of $100 million. 

By this time Federal banking authorities had 
moved in to try to bail out Franklin National. Over- 
all the Federal Reserve Bank of New York lent $1.75 
billion to Franklin National in an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to help the bank cover its losses and to main- 
tain the institution. 

How Did Franklin Get Where It Is Today? 

Though in public they will deny it, in the pages 
of their trade publications banking officials admit 
that the failure of Franklin National is not an iso- 
lated event. It was about a year ago that U.S. Nat- 
ional Bank, then part of C. Arnholt Smith’s Californ- 
ia financial empire, folded and was purchased by 
Crocker Bank of San Francisco. In the year since then 
no less than ten major banks around the world-- includ- 
ing Bankhaus Herstatt, the largest private (as oppos- 
ed to state-owned) bank in West Germany--have failed. 

Most of these banks have been involved in inter- 
national money speculs-tion, and that’s what did them 
in. In a time of inflation and high interest rates, 
banks have found themselves hard pressed to raise 
cash. One of the ways to deal with the situation is 
by guessing correctly on which national currencies 
would be worth more in relation to others. 


the last 15 months, the German banking system 
has been exposed to an erosion of profits, and 
some banks have tried to make it up by specula- 
tion.’’ 

Herstatt bet against its own currency, the 
mark. The bank made a committment to deliver $5 
billion marks in exchange for other currencies . 

The gamble is in the fact that Herstatt ’s assets 
on deposit valued only $2 billion marks. Hoping 
for the mark to cheapen before delivery of the 
$5 billion marks came due, Herstatt lost. The 
mark increased in value rather than decreased and 
Herstatt was out of business. 

Folding in August, right in the midst of 
the Franklin National troubles, the Herstatt affair 
sent shock waves throughout the capitalist bank- 
ing world. David Rockefeller, dhalrman Cfase 
Manhattan Bank, the world’s third largest, and 
anything but an alarmist, said . thessituation 

is uncertain enough so that one shouldn’t discard 
the possibility of a panic. And Henry Kaufman, 
partner in the huge investment banking firm of 
Saloman and Brothers, took an equally somber view: 
’’For the first time, you have concerns about the 
viability of the (world) banking system.’’ 

As ominous as that may sound, the truth of 
the matter is that the disease which fatally 
struck Franklin National and Herstatt is not limit- 
ed to just the banking industry, but rather is a 
malady facing all aspects of economy in the indus- 
trialized capitalist nations. Basically, the same 
thing that did in two of the world’s largest banks 
is the same thing that does us in everytime we go 
to the supermarket: inflation. 

Funding The Debt Economy 

The key word in the U.S, and most other West- 
ern economies is growth. That is where profits 
are i^ade. Since World War II, the U.S. and most 
of Western Europe has been able to enjoy a fairly 
’’booming’’ economy largely because of credit. Com- 
panies were able to make more and more goods and 
expand because they could buy on credit, figuring 
to cover the loans from increased profits expect- 
ed in the future. 

Similarly, consumers were able to enjoy more 
and more of these post-war goods {cars, televisions, 
homes) because they could buy them on time. As a 
result, today the U.S. economy stands atop a moun- 
tain of debt--$2.5 trillion high. 

According to one report: ’’To fuel nearly three 
decades of post-war economic boom at home and ex- 
port it abroad, this nation [consumers, business 
and government] has borrowed an average net $200 
million a day, each and every day, since the close 
of World War II.’’ That is what i§ called the ’’Debt 
Economy’’ or ’’Red Ink Capitalism’’, 

Inflation has greatly increased the need for 
both individuals and corporations to borrow. At 
the same time, inflation has greatly reduced the 
share of income available to pay off debts. 

The circle is vdeious :; : to maintain their 
profit levels corporations giust expand, yet the 


Like Franklin National, Bankhaus Herstatt spec- 
ulated in foreign currencies. As one German banker 

told Business Week, ’’Due t o monetary conditions of 
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cost of expansion (construction etc) is so high they 
must go further into debt to do it. To stop expansion 
would increase unemployment, and thus limit purchas- 
ing power. To continue expansion increases debt. 

In the past 15 years the risk assets (that is, 
the amount: lOf assets tied up in loans and investments) 
have grown twice as fast as bank capital, the actual 
amount on deposit. The situation has led establish- 
ment economist Milton Friedman to say that "The only 
place. o .where capital is extraordinarily low is in 
the banking industry." However, since banking is the 
nation's largest industry that can be a very scary 
thing. 

It was in response to this shortage of capital 
that neighborhood banks like Franklin National made 
the move in the 60 *s to deal in the currency market, 
then a virtually untapped area. Franklin National, 
which was a neighborhood bank on New York's Long 
Island, moved into this area relatively late and 
stayed there briefly. 

In 1972, Italian financier Michele Sindona pur- 
chased over 20% of Franklin, thus gaining control- 
ling interest. In 1973 the assets of the bank nearly 
doubled and the bank engaged in heavy foreign exchange 

trading . : 

Then, last May 10, Franklin New York Corp.-- 
Franklin National* s holding company- -announced that 
it would not pay dividends on its stock and stunned 
the banking community by announcing that it would 
seek $50 million in new capital to cover losses of 
$14 million in foreign exchange ;trading. Such capital 
is raised by getting new depositors and new investors 
in the bank. But as other losses were reported it 
became apparent that Franklin National and the Sin- 
dona empire were on their way out. 

In early I September two of Sindona' s European L 
banks folded and on September 23 it was announced 
that he resigned as a Franklin New York Corp. di- 
rector. 

The transfer of ownership to Huropean-American 
was smooth and calculated. According to the Wall 
Street Journal, "In their delicate handling of the 
dying agonies of Franklin National Bank. . .federal 
banking authorities are playing the role of surgeons 
excising a source of contagion." The fear was that 
"a collapse on the scale of Franklin could trigger 
a domino run of trouble in the international bank- 
ing system." As a result, the government moved to 
have "the bank go with minimum impact on other fi- 
nancial institutions." 

The action by federal banking authorities were 
markedly different that federal action taken during 
bank failures during the 1930's. On December 11, 1930 
New York's Bank of the U. S. was allowed to fail with 
$200 million in deposits, the largest bank failure 
up to that time. With no ’federal insurance on depos- 
its at that time, depositors rushed to get their 
money out ofn other banks. 

By 1933, more than half the banks in the country 
had failed and only one in ten ever reopened. It is 
the government's and the banking industry's hope 
that the government action to sell Franklin National , 
coupled with federal insumance on accounts, will pre- 
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vent such a run from happening again. 

The question is, though, how many Franklin 
National situations can the government cope with? 
How many times can more than $1 billion be poured 
into an institution in an effort to keep the 
faith in the banking system? 

Business Week describes the current banking 
situation brought on by the debt economy as "like 
a string drawn very taut" and admits that "np 
one knows the precise breaking point and... no 
one really known how to ease the tension either." 

The problem, of course, is that continued 
inflation will force corporations and individuals 
to borrow just to survive. And a slump in business 
activity would leave banks with a bunch of debtors 
unable to pay off their loans, which would leave 
banks unable to pay depositors who demand to 
withdraw their money. 

According to Herbert E. Neil, Jr., vice pres- 
ident at Harris Trust and Savings Bank in Chicago; 
"A major downturn in business activity would 
cause a much sharper increase in liquidations and 
bankruptcies than at any time in the past 30 years'.' 

Though President Ford and his economic ad- 
visers refuse to admit it, such a downturn in 
"business activity" has already begun. Consumers 
have cut their purchases of "big ticket items" 
(homes, cars, refrigerators etc.), yet the price 
of these items have gone up so rapidly that debt is 
increasing even though pruchases have fallen off. 

And, like the 1930's, the result of such an 
economic collapse would be that the "rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer." The poorer in- 
dividuals and smaller businesses will default on 
their loans first and their assets will be taken 
over by the wealthier. Business Week admits as 
much in a blunt statement of what lies ahead; 

"The net result of the crisis of the Debt 
Economy will be to thin out the ranks of those 
who can borrow and those who can lend. All the 
antitrust laws in the world will not prevent a 
still greater concentration of wealth in fewer 
hands because, to the extent that there is a 
crisis in the Debt Economy, only the biggest and 
fittest will survive." 

Franklin National Bank was apparently not 
big enough and not fit enough, 
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’’MOONLIGHTING” IS ON' INCREASE 

NEW YORK (LNS)--With inflation pinching 
millions of workers, ’’moonlighting”, or working 
parttime night jobs in addition to full time day 
jobs, is on the rise. According to the Wall Street 
Journal, 50% of the people working parttime ev^ 
ening jobs are moonlighters , compared to the nor^ 
mal figure of 10%. One New York employment agency 
said applications for those jobs rose three times 
in recent months, and a San Francisco agency told 
the Journal, ’’give me enough jobs with 6pm to 
10pm hours (to fill) and I’ll be a millionaire o ” 
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MOBILE HOME TENANTS HOLD RENT STRIKE 
DEMANDING SECURITY AND BETTER CONDITIONS 

COLUMBUS, Ohio, (LNS)--Ohio mobile home tenants 
are organizing into tenant unions, and tenants in 
two parks are now conducting rent strikes. 

"The main problem is the insecurity of the ten- 
ancy," explained Linda Cooper, a staff member of the 
Columbus Tenants Union (CTU) . "Many mobile home.^ res- 
idents don’t have a lease, and it's pretty expensive 
to move a mobile home, so an eviction can be disas- 
trous- -much worse than for a tenant in an apartment." 

Tenants at the Worthington Arms Mobile Home Park 
in Delaware, Ohio, not far from Columbus, began a 
rent strike August 1 to demand secure leases, arid im- 
proved', conditions . At present, they live under month- 
to-month leases which management can refuse to renew. 

Twenty-six of the 200 households in the park put 
their August rent into an escrow account instead of 
givings it to the management. Later in August, many 
of the ^hetifamilies 'attendediaiprchic and'^becSiie' 
betterh acq-main^ed with the strikers ’demands . ■ 'By " 
September ly the numbel'of striking tenants doubled. 


That's what happened to one Westview tenant 
recently. Arid after being forced to move to an 
apartment, he was unable to sell his mobile 
home because none of the three Ashland parks would 
rent space to anyone who might ilbwy it. Eventually 
his mobile home was repossesfeed since he couldn't 
keep up payments on it. 

When this incident spurred the Westview ten- 
ants to action, management was quick to respond. 

The park owner attended the tenants' first org- 
anizing meeting and threatened to evict any ten- 
ant who participated in collective action. So far 
there have been no evictions. 

Tenants in the striking Delaware and Ashland 
parks are after a collective rental agreement sim- 
ilar to one won iast spring by tenants at the 
West Jefferson Mobile Home Rark in West Jefferson 
Ohio. 

The five-year collective rental agreement was i 
wpn b 5 ^"a- l'3imonth :rerit '.strike fought mostly by 
retired tenants on fixed incomes. The agreement, 
which includes limits on rent increases, is the 
first of its kind in the country. 


Other conditions at Worthington Arms have cont- 
ributed to tenant dissatisfaction. In June, tenants 
received notices from the Delaware County Health 
Department informing them that their water was unfit 
for human consumption. To remedy the situation, the 
management simply put large amounts of chlorine into 
the water--which just created more problems. 

"Now it tastes like water in a swimming pQol," 
said Steve Miller, treasurer of th« newly- formed 
Worthington Arms Residents' Association. "Coffee 
you make with it is;‘putrid," Miller and his family, 
along with other tenants, have suffered stomach 
cramps and diarrhea from the excessive chlorine. 

Some residents have resorted to carrying bottled wa- 
ter into the park. 

"Another problem is stench from the sewage sys- 
tem," Miller said. "|Before the strike] we had guests, 
and you couldn't open the windows it was so bad: . 

After the strike started management dumped chemicals 
into the sewage system. That has alleviated the smell 
but hasn't solved the structural problems with the 


Tenants in the striking parks in Delaware 
and Ashland have helped each other in organizing 
and are talking about forming a statewide org- 
anization of mobile home park residents . 

"One woman from West Jefferson advised the 
Delaware tenants when they began to organize," 
said a CTU staff member, "and two tenants from 
Delaware went up to Ashland to help them get 
started there." 

* * * 

Ohio tenants won another victory on August 5, 
when, after intensive lobbying by tenants, comp- 
rehensive new statewide tenant- landlord legis- 
lation was signed into law. According to the 
Columbus tenants union it is the strongest in the 
country, however it does not cover mobile home parks. 

The law recognizes the right of tenants to 
band together to negotiate with the landlord as 
a group. Any move by a landlord to keeptenants 
from organizing is prohibited. 


sewage system." 

Since the strike began, the Worthington Arms 
management has made other superficial improvements -- 
cleaning up some ditches, cutting weeds, and paint- 
ing light poles. But it has made no effort to neg- 
otiate the tenants real grievances. A meeting was 
arranged with the president of Inter-Ocean Enter- 
prises which owns the park, but he cancelled the 
meeting, saying he would set up another "in the 
future." 

The issue of mobile home park leases is being 
raised in another rent strike, at the predominantly 
working-class Westviev; Mobile Home Park in Ashland 
Ohio. Begun Septemberl, the main issue of the strike 
of the Westview tenants, who like the Worthington 
Arms residents live on a month- to -month basis with- 
out a lease, is insecurity. Compounding the problem, 
th ere are only three mobile home parks in Ashland. 

So, Westview tenants who leave after arguing with 
the management may be blacklisted and not permitted 

to ren t space in the other two parks . 
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Among other provisions, the law requires a 
landlord to return a security deposit within 30 
days after termination of the tenancy. If he or 
she doesn't, the tenant may sue for double the 
amount witheld, and the landlord must pay the legal 
fees . 

A landlord also may not evict a tenant in re- 
taliation when the tenant files a complaint with 
a housing inspector. Lockouts by a landlord are 
also illegal, and if a tenant has to go to coutt to 
sue for reinstatement or damages, the landlord 
must pay for the tenant's lawyer. 

The CTU emphasizes that the new law can be 
best utilized by tenants working as a group. "This 
legislation won't solve all the problems faced by 
tenants," said one member, "...but it will give 
tenants added protection in their movement." 
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^WoVRADICAL media bulletin BOARD^v^v^^AN internal newsletter for all LNS SUBSCRIBERS^^WcQCTOBER 15, 


fronio San Francisco Mime Troupe, 855 Treat Street, 
San Francisco^ Calif® 94110, (415) 285-1717. 

- the Mime Troupe is coming east to do . a tour. 

Here^'isothersch^dnlevi'Ci/v' -.r y.i'h \ o i.. : / t .. c 

No¥erabef ^r4lFitf sburghkThei Gr^atiAi^ Robbery 
(pro6abl^^.’at '/Soldiers and Sailors Audit. 0 
November 5 Pittsburgh-The Mother 

(probably at Soldiers and Sailors Audit.) 
Nov« 8 All Souls Church, Washington D.C. 

The Mother 

Novs 9 All Souls Church, Washington D.C. 

The Great Air RjDbhery 
NoVo 10 All SoulsChurch, Washington D.C. 
matinee of the GAR, evening show of 
The Mother 


Nov® 13 

Boston (BaU.) 

The 

GAR 

Nov® 14 

f ? 

If 

The 

Mother 

Nov. 15 

n 

f 1 

The 

GAR 

NoVo 16 

f? 

If 

The 

Mother 


All above are evening shows, all are sponsored by 
the National Lawyers Guild® Check local listings 
for time and place® 

Then, from Nov. 21-Dec. 23, we will be.f^^' 
at the Chelsea Theatre’s Westside Theatre, 9th Ave® 
and 42nd Street® The Mother will play Thurs, Fri, 
and Sat® nights and Sun matinees; GAR will play 
Sun, Mon, Wed nights. Admission $2.50 - $4.50; 
call (212) 783-5110 for details. 

fromo Source, P«0. Box 21066, Washington D.C. 
20009, (202) 387-1145® 

Source is a research collective working to 
aid radical community organizing. Most of our 
work involves researching and writing booklets and 
catalogs for organizing. We have put out Source 3: 
Organizing for Health Care, Source 2: Communities/ 
Housing, and Source 1: Communications. 

Our present project is a 50-page booklet on 
women in prisons, and we are planning a community 
resource guide for D.C. in the future. 

Source is starting a resource center to 
answer more specific information requests. Jobs 
include: research, writing, editing, book reviews, 
layout, production and lots of shitwork. We 
live and work together with the collective pro- 
viding room, board, health insurance, necessities, 
and a small allowance. No publication experience 
necessary, but movement background is desireable — 
alternative papers, women’s groups, co-ops, etc. 

Let us know your background and why you 
want to work with us, and we can arrange a visit 
and trial period. Contact the above address. 

kickk^k 

from: Women’s Guide to Books, MSS information 

Corporation, 655 Madison Avenue, New York, 
N.Y. 10021. 


The Women’s Guide to Books, an annotated 
catalog 6f women’s books to be sold by direct 
mail, is now available. Illustrated with ori- 
ginal drawings, it’s published three times a year, 
by women, for women. 

The Guide covers a wide-range of books, from 
pamphlets to studies, from histories to novels® 

We have also sought out some ’’lost” books that 
have been hidden from the mainstream. And we 
have selected some classics that you may have in- 
advertantly overlooked. You have the choice of 
paperback or hardcover. 

To receive your copy of the Guide to order 
or just to browse, send $2.00 to the above address® 

kkkkk kkkkk 

from: People’s College of Law of the National 

Lawyers Guild, 2228 West Seventh St®, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 90057, (213) 380-3180® 

The People’s College of Law, which opened in 
September 1974, is now accepting applications for 
admission for January 1975. The school operates 
as a non-profit organization, offering an inex- 
pensive legal education to people generally ex- 
cluded from the legal education process® 

The January 1975 class will consist of approx- 
imately 175 students® Two years of college--or 
a passing grade on the Two-year College Equivalency 
Test — are required. All interested students are 
encouraged to apply. Tuitioniis $350 per semestero 
The school is functioning initially as a four- 
year unaccredited instition with a part-time 
evening program. Accreditation will be sought 
as soon as possible. 

All graduates will qualify for the California 
bar exam. The school has the primary function of 
training People’s lawyers, oriented towards sol- 
ving the problems of minority, oppressed and low 
income communities. 

Two-thirds of the student body consists of 
Third World students, and the other one-third of 
socially concerned white students. The school s 
is about half women and men, and there is a 
women’s caucus and a gay student’s group® 

Inquiries concerning admissions and other 
matters should be addressed to the above® 

kkkkk kkkkk 

from: LNS The following prisoners have written 

us, eager to find people to correspond with: 

Ronald Houston, #138-668, PO Box 69, London, 0® 43140 
Robert Nunn, #137-177, PO Box 69, London, 0® 43140 
Joe McCoy, #138-802, PO Box 69, London, 0® 43140 
James Strodes, #138-773, PO Box 69, London, 0® 43140 

kkkkk ' kkkkk 

from: North American Congress on Latin America, 
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NACLA-East, Box 57, Cathedral Station, New York, 
NY 10025. 

A new series of Chilean resistance posters 
are now available. There are 12 I3”xl8" black 
and white posters in the series. 

The 12 graphics trace the development of 
the MIR (Revolutionary Left Movement) of Chile, 
and the growth of political consciousnes of the 
Chilean people. 

Printed clandestinely in time for the . 

anniversary of one year of Resistance strug- 
gle, all 12 posters are being sold as a set for 
$25. These beautiful graphics are suitable for 
mounting, ' : ' ' ' u ■ ' ' 

The set is available from the above address. 
**** **** **** 

from: The Feminist Press, at SUNY/ college at 

Old Westbury, Box 334, Old Westbury, Long 
Island, New York 11568, (516) 876-3086. 

The Feminist Press is sponsoring a confer- 
ence November 21-23 at the above address. It 
will be the first conference on in-service ed- 
ucation and sex-role stereotyping. 

Plenary sessions of the conference will 
feature research findings on sex-role sociali- 
zation, on the images of women and men in his- 
tory, and on masculine and feminine images in 
literature and language® 

The November conference will be limited to 
200 participants. There will be a modest fee 
for registration, food and housing. People in- 
terested in participating should write to the 
Conference Coordinator at the above address. 

**** **** **** 

from: The Rest of the News, 306 East State St., 

Ithaca, N.Y. 14850, (607) 273-4139. 

The Rest of the News is an independent 
media collective that produces audio tapes 
about the people's movements around the world. 

In our programs, the people directly in- 
volved tell the story themselves. We include 
a script to provide background information, and 
sometimes use musical cuts to strengthen the 
presentation. We distribute the programs, on 
reel or cassette, to radio stations, libraries, 
political groups, and individuals. 

Our Fall 1974 catalogue is now available. 
**** **** **** 

from: Leavenworth Brothers Offense/Defense 

Committee, 106 E, Lincoln, Wichita, Ks. 
(316) 267-6535 

The Leavenworth Brothers Committee has 
a speakers bureau, with people available to 
talk about the case and what's going on in 
prisons generally. We also have buttons for 
sale(35c), in addition to booklets at $1 and 
News Letters that we will print shortly. 

~~~~~~ end OF THIS RMBB*** 
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FEDERAL STUDY PROPOSES PLAN TO INFILTRATE 
THIRD WORLD COMMUNITIES IN SEARCH OF ILLEGAL ALIENS 

Intelligence Report/LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (IR/LNS) —Methods right out of 
George Orwell's "1984" are under consideration 
for use against aliens illegally residing in the 
United States. A study prepared by the Law Enforce- 
ment Assistance Administration (LEAA)--a federal 
agency which channels money to local police de- 
partment s —portrays aliens as a national 
and then recommends a variety of countey- insurgency 
methods to be used against them. 

Specifically, the LEM study proposes using 
statistical studies and undercover agents to in- 
filtrate Third World communities in urban areas 
to learn all possible details about the Pentry 
techniques" and survival practices of aliens. 

Also suggested is the cross-referencing of 
federal, state, local, foreign, and private data 
banks--something which a number of other federal 
agencies have attempted in the past but have been 
prevented from doing. According to the proposal, 
social security, tax, welfare, driver's license 
and other records would be cross-checked to look 
for individuals whose statistical characteristics 
put them into a "high probability" strata. Once 
identified, persons having a high percentage of 
"profile characteristics" would be "interviewed" 
or otherwise examined. 

The LEM report is indicative of a growing 
concern among law enforcement officials about il- 
legal aliens who are migrating to major metropol- 
itan areas where detection is virtually impossible. 
Current estimates of the illegal alien population 
run as high as 8 million, and ^sorne officials fear 
that the number may climb to 32 million within 
the next ten years. 

The report reflects the increasing tendency 
among law enforcement officials and others to 
blame illegal aliens for many of the societal prob- 
lems that are in fact caused by Other factors. 

For example, without citing any facts the 
LEM study suggests that aliens are responsible 
for much of the crime that is plagueipg major urban 
areas. The report states that aliens, as a class, 
exhibit the statistical features known to be as- 
sociated with individuals who commit crimes--pov- 
erty, lack of education, lack of kinship ties-- 
and points to the fact that they are already law- 
breakers just by being in the United States. 

Without citing as much as one statistic, the 
LEM report goes on to say that aliens have been 
responsible for such crimes as murder, bank robbery, 
assaults on police officers, and violations of 
drug trafficking laws . 

Aliens are also blamed for unfair competition 
in the labor market, creating population planning 
problems, and for being a potential health hazard 
for the communities in which they reside. The re- 
port states that "It takes only a few cases of com- 
municable diseases, such as smallpox or cholera, 
to create a panic in many communities. Illegals 
can be considered prime health suspects." 

The racist nature of these statements is bla- 
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tant^ since most ’’illegal aliens” are from Third World 
countries. Traditionally^ Mexico has been the largest 
source of these imirii grants^ but recently the number 
from other Third iWorld countries is escalating as well 
Largely due to declining economies and repressive dic- 
tatorial governments (usually . supported by the United 
States) many people are fleeing countries like the 
Philippines^ South Korea^ the Dominican Republic, Haiti 
Ethiopia^ and Iran, and illegally entering the U.S. 

Currently the brunt of immigration enforcement 
falls upon the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS)o During 1973 , 609,673 aliens were deported from 
the UoSo“-most apprehended at or near the Mexican 

border o 

Throughout the southwestern United States INS 
agents and their surrogate Border Patrol officers are 
infamous for almost randomly arresting Spanish speak- 
ing peoples and demanding pro6T of citizenship. Usua- 
lly denied the rights accorded under the Miranda de- 
cision^-right to remain silent, right to counsel etc 
--most of those arrested are unable to prove their 
citizenship, and are deported to Mexico, 

A two year study of INS/Border Patrol Practices, 
dubbed Operation Cleansweep, has revealed case after 
case of INS officials being involved in the exploita- 
tion of aliens, smuggling narcotics, selling forged 
documents, and numerous instances of assault^^includi 
ing rape--on aliens. 

The use of leaded gloves during ’’interviews” with 
uncooperative aliens, for instance, has been a common 
practice o One Justice Department source says that INS 
corruption extends all the way up to the congress - 
people charged with overseeing its operation. Among 
the congresspeople under investigation, according to 
this source, is House Judiciary Chairman Peter Rodino. 

If and when the proposals contained in the LEAA 
study are implemented, state and local agencies will 
be given federal assistance, including special train- 
ing and funding, for detecting and apprehending ali- 
ens „ 

Currently, the LEAA study remains just that--a 
study. Over the past two decades, however, a variety 
of federal agencies have attempted similar tactics 
against a variety of constituencies, ranging from 
drug dealers (no-knock) to radicals (the FBI COINTEL- 
PRO operation) V to the Democratic Party (Watergate). 

Because aliens are widely regarded as ’’non-per- 
sons” the LEAA study has a good chance of being im- 
plemented. Given its presumption that aliens consti- 
tute a ’’menance” and the reality that these immigrants 
are congregating in Third World communities, the 
LEAA proposal could well constitute yet another as- 
sault on Third World people living in this country, 

-- 30 -- 

■j'e need this man of aatiorij, this man of aaoom- 
plishmentj this man of experimoe^ this man of cour- 
age. We need this man of faith in America. " 

Nelson Rockefeller nominating 
Richard Nixon for a second term 
as president, August 22, 1972 
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(see packets 644, 618, 552, 545 for background on 

McAlest^g^g PRISONERS KILLED AT ^cALESTER 
”WE ARE IN FEAR OF OUR LIVES" 

McALESTER, Okla(LNS) --Three prisoners at 
McAlester State Prison were charged September 25 
with second degree murder in the death of prison- 
er" Roger Dycus , whose death by hanging on Septem- 
ber 12 had originally been reported as a "suicide” 
by prison authorities. And from 50 to 100 pris- 
oners --mostly members of Indian, black, and other 
prisoner groups--have been committed to 24-hour 
lockups in a recent wave of violence against pris- 
oners in which two more prisoners have been killed, 
and others stabbed and beaten. 

Dycus's death- -one of five violent deaths 
at McAlester in tke last three months --was at 
first called suicide by prison officials. But 
many prisoners believe that prison authorities . 
are responsible, and have made the three prisoners 
scapegoats. (A similar hanging death of Jimmie 
Lee Patton last July is now being investigated a- 
midst growing claims that it was not suicide, as 
prison authorities had officially reported.) 

"It is true that we are in fear of our lives, 
and the administration is fully cognizant that our 
fear stems from the actions of the guards rather 
than our brother inmates," read a statement re- 
leased on September 28 by a group of McAlester pris- 
oners . 

Since Dycus's death on September 12, two oth- 
er prisoners have been brutally: killed. The body 
of one was found in a plastic bag in the kitchen- - 
an area "secured" by guards- -after being stabbed 
13 times and scalded in the dishwasher. 

The kitchen and mess hall have been the site 
of other harassments. Prisoners explain that in 
mid-September a guard in the mess hall deliberate- 
ly provoked a black prisoners who backed off, a- 
vo id ing a confrontation. The guard was later tak- 
en off duty from the mess hall by Warden Wilson. 

But after Wilson was ousted as warden due to his 
liberal policies, the guard was allowed to return 
to his post, where he has intensified his harass- 
ment . 

By September 28, a boycott of the mess hall 
was held, in which most prisoners in the East 
Cell House--the scene of a number of killings, 
and an area where politically active prisoners 
are held--refused to eat. Those participating 
in the boycott directed their protest at prison 
guards and state police who, prisoners say 5 , "pro- 
voke and kill selected inmates in this facility." 

And on October 13, another prisoner in the 
mess hall was stabbed, though not fatally. 

In a letter written September 28, prisoner 
Scott Cade described the beatings of two of his 
friends--Henry Jordan, a black prisoner, and Andy 
Anderson, leader of the United Indian Movement, 

Both were afterwards sent to the "rock"--two runs 
of poorly ventilated metal cages- -where prisoners 
are sent for disciplinary segregation. "Jordan 
was beaten so badly that he had to be temporarily 
hospitalized the next day." 

The letter also said that another prisoner, 

(#649) October 16, 1974 more 



Bobby O'Dell, "was shot in the face, while locked 
in his cell, with a 12~gattge gas gun by 'Correction- 
al Officer' Jerry Holto" It was only last May that 
an investigation was ordered when prisonercRobert 
Forsythe was gassed to death in the prison , 

Protests grow in response to this latest wave 
of harassment and murder of prisoners „ Actions 
haive included prisoner hunger strikes and "lay-ins"-- 
where prisoners have refused to leave vtheirvcells-- 
and a demonstration on the steps of Oklahoma's State 
Capitol, sponsored by the American Indian Youth Coun- 
cil, denouncing the violence and conditions at the 
prison 0 

Yet State Corrections Chairman Irvine Ungerman 
announced at a board meeting that "constantly crit- 
icising everybody is not going to get us anyplace." 

In fact, Ungerman would like to enlarge and 
centralize the Oklahoma prison system on the model 
of that of Texas • "The prison system doesn't cost 
the state anything to operate in Texas and in fact 
it returns a profit . They have discipline down 
there,." 

* * * 

Thanks to Jodey Bateman for this information. Thanks 
also to Marilyn Allen of Help Our Prisoners Exist-- 
a prisoner support group active in the McAlester pri- 
son. 



(see packets #592 and 634 for background on Leaven- 
worth trials) 

FOUR LEAVENWORTH BROTHERS SENTENCED; 

TRIAL FOR OTHER PRISONERS BEGINS 

WICHITA, Kansas (LNS)--Four black Leavenworth 
brothers were sentenced October 7 to terms ranging 
from 10 to 20 years for their role in the Leaven- 
worth prison rebellion over one year ago. After 
eight weeks of the trial, an all-white jury found 
them guilty September 24 on various charges of as- 
sault and inciting to riot. 

The four Brothers --Odell Bennett, Jessie Lee 
Evans, Alf Hill Jr., and Alfred Jasper- -have main- 
tained, from the beginning, that the charges are a 
frame-up and an attempt to squelch prisoner acti- 
vism. During the sentencing hearings, the four 
defendents' counsel made motions for acquittals and 
requests for new trials, based on the grounds of la 
lack of evidence, conflicting evidence, racism among 
the all-white jury panel, and governmental miscon- 
duct . 

"The evidence offered by the government was 
insufficient to take to the jury- -at least incon- 
sistent," stated defense attorney David Brown, a 
member of the National Conference of Black Lawyers. 
Then asking that the indictmehtSxi3Sued;hy::.vv. .. .. ' y 
the Grand Jury and the verdict reached by the trial 
jury be voided. Brown added that "the Grand Jury 
and trial jury systematically excludes Blacks, Chi- 
canos and other racial minorities." 

Similar con^laints were voiced by other defense 
lawyers as they presented their motions. 

"When... we subpoena._Q3i£-m £naa^&a.^ -L li ey -- 3 x&._c^^ 
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placed in the worst phase o£ solitary confinement," 
complained Chester Lewis, defense attorney for 
Odell Bennett. "We can have only one conclusions 
that the Warden and prison officials decided to 

punish the inmates for having the audacity to tes 

tify." Lewis also noted that the only evidence 
against Odell Bennett was a statement made __ _ 
one government witness. "“u ' 

In spite of these repeated as sertipnsy Judge 
Theis overruled all the motions for acquittals 
or new trials. 

The sentencing, hearings were accompanied by 
courtroom scuffLes, characteristic of the eight 
weeks of t^^rial. . All of the defendents were brought 
into the courtroom separately for their sentencing, 
in shackles and accompanied by several U.S. mar- 
shalls. 

One confrontation occurred when Hill entered 
the courtroom for his sentencing and announced, 

"You should see what they did to Odell Bennett 
back there." When Judge Theis replied, "Isn't 
that too bad," Hill shout ed at the judge, moving 
toward the bench. U.S. marshalls closed in and 
held him by his head aid feet. People in the court 
room angrily pointed out that he was shackled aind 
therefdP© incapable of causing harm. 

Throughout the trial, the defense tried to 
publicize the iniirmn prison system that affects 
inmates at Leavenworth and other prisons. 

Ed Hasse, spokesperson for the Leavenworth 
Brother Offense/Defense Committee, explains that 
the Leavenworth Brothers will be sent to pther 
Prisons throughout' the country . 

"The fact that none of. the Brothers are re- 
turning to Leavenworth -- one of the most anti- 
quated, over-populated, repressive prisons in 
this country -- is a small victory for our cause 
of human dignity," says Hasse. 

Yet two Leavenworth Brothers- -Alf Hill and 
Odell Bennett--were shipped out to the U.S. peni- 
tentiary in Marion, Illinois, where they have al- 
ready been committed to the Behavior Modification 
Control Unit. 

* * * 

In related developm.ents , the trial of the two 
Chicane Leavenworth Brothers --Jesse Lopez and Ar- 
mando Miramon- -began October 15th. Both are charged 
with the kidnapping of four guards during the July- 
31, 1973 rebellion at Leavenworth Federal Peniten- 
tiary. 

Lopez has pleaded innocent to the charge o£ 
kidnapping, maintaining that he merely acted as a 
mediator. Miramon, also charged with assaulting a. 
prison guard allegedly taken hostage, has pleaded 
guilty by reason of temporary insanity and there- 
fore not criminally responsible. 

The defense will contend that prison conditions 
precipitated the action of taking hostages. In re- 
turn for the hostages, the prisoners were demanding 
a meeting with the warden and news media to discuss 
longs tai^.i.ng grievances. For the previous year, the 
prisoners had been frustra'ted in all their attempts 
"to go through channels to alter intolerable prison 
conditions. ~ - 30 - 
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(See graphics to go with this article®) 

UeS. NAVY BUDGET SOARS IN RECENT YEARS 

WASHINGTON, DoC« (LNS)=^^1975 will mark the 
fourth year in a row that the U®S® Navy will outspend 
the other branches of the Armed Forces ^ outspending 
the Army and the Air Force by $2 billion each® At 
a time when people are being told the government is 
cutting back its spending to curb inflatioUj it is 
interesting to note some recent trends in Navy 
shipbuilding® 

In 1975, U®S® taxpayers will spend for nav^l 
construction three times the amount spent in 1972 
and seven times the amount spent in 1968® Money for 
naval construction will soar to one-^and-a-half times 

the current;:: leve 1 : ,by 19 76'”“’a't- which' -point'^ aacording 
to naval planners, ship cons true tionsbhafiid'T^ljs??^^ 
off" to a little over $5 billion per year® 

One of the Navy’s pet projects is the CVN»705 
a nuclcear powered aircraft carrier® The first CVN- 
70 , currently under construction, is the U®S®S® Fred 
Vinson named after the former Senator from Georgia 
and Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee® 

The Fred Vinson will cost over $1 billion, (whichiis 
greater than the entire State Department budget for 
one year) and two other carriers like it will be 
constructed by the early 1980’s® 

The United States currently has twelve carriers 
in eperation® Each carrier is a virtual city composed 
of over 5,000 personnel® The annual cost of main- 
taining a fleet of twelve carriers (including aircraft, 
escort ships, and personnel) is $10 billion per year® 
The oil consumed by each carrier and the accompanying 
aircraft and escort ships amounts to 8,750,000 gallons 
per month, or $11® 2 million a year, based on current 
oil costs® 

The real pride and joy of the Navy, however, 
are the Trident submarines® These nuclear powered 
subs will be able to deploy a total of 72 nuclear 
warheads each, and the Navy wants to build ten such 
subs at $1 billion a copy® The Tridents will join : 
the Polaris/Poseiden submarines, which are already 
in operation and can deliver a total of 5,000 nuclear 
warheads® 

To justify the lavish budgets and subsequent s 
cost overuns, the Navy raises the spectre of Soviet 
naval or submarine superiority, giving the impression 
that the UoS«S®Ro has passed or is about to pass the 
US. . in the Naval "arms race®" In most areas, 
however, the fact of the matter is that the U®S® has 
from two to ten times the naval capability of the 
Soviet Union® 

In total tonnage, UoS® ships outweigh Soviet 8:i 
ships by 250 percent, and the U®S® plansatd keep 
tonstructing ships at the same 2® 5 to 1 ratioffor 
the next decade® The UoS®S®R® has iOO naval air- 
craft compared to the UoS®’s 6,700, and two heli- 
copterccarriers compared to the U®S®’s seven® Even 
w:lt'hout the Trident program, American submarines can 
deliver ten times the nuclear warheads that the 
Soviet Union can® 

And according to the National Defense Infor- 
mation Center, a Washington-based organization that 
researches arms control and makes recommendations 
to the government, the U®S®S®R® do es n’-t intend to 
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build any aircraft carriers, despite the fact 
that the U®S® has 12 afloat and three more on the 
drawing boards® 

In the face of these statistics, it appears 
that the reasons the U®S® Navy gives for its 
enormous build-up program are meant to camouflage 
the real motives® Admiral T®H® Moorer, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, summed up these 
motives neatly in a May 1973 address to the 
Puerto Rico chapter of the Association of the 
UeS® Army and ^ Tenth Region of the Navy League “ 

"With the economic vitality and strength of 
this country so dependent on worldwide resources, 
how then can we possibly disclaim our worldwide; 
interests? The answer is that we cannot® 

"We are involved worldwide because we have 
interests worldwide--=>interes ts which involve all 
elements oifi our national power-apolitical, 
economic and military® Our interests, of course, 
do not always coincide with the interests of 
other nations, and therein lies a possible source 
of tension and possible confrontation®" 

^30- 

Scientists report increase of acidity in rain 

NEW YORK (LNS)--Rain water falling on Norths 
eastern regions of the United States and on Europe '^s 
North and Baltic Sea regions, has increased in acid- 
ity 100 to 1000 times in the 1 ast twenty years® 
Independent studies done by American and Swedish 
scientists say that the increased acidity poses a 
threat to soil fertility and plant life® 

The significance of the f indings-=-which have 
been known for a little over a year--are being de- 
bated in the scientific community, while most peo- 
ple familiar with the problem say they are worried® 

The acidity in the rain has been compared to that of 
Pepsi Cola, and in rare isolated instances to that 
of lemon juice. Preliminary studies show the rain 
is altering the acid content of the soil and is stunt- 
ing plant life as well as corroding human-made ob- 
jects such as buildings and automobiles® 

According to reports in Environment Magazine, 
which first called attention to the problem, the 
increased acidity is directly related to the amount 
of sulphuric and nitric oxide gasses escaping into 
the atmosphere® Pollution control devices current- 
ly in use actually aggravate the problem by permit- 
ting acid gasses to escape into the atmosphere, 
while eliminating many particles such as fly-ash 
and cement dust, which used to "neutralize" the acid- 
ic gasses® 

Thus current air pollution control devices 
catch the sooty looking particles while letting 
some of the more dangerous, invisible gasses escape® 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) says 
devices designed to eliminate the sulphuric and 
nitric gasses but that only power dI ante, in- 

cinerators, and chemical plants producing acids are 
required to use them® Major sulphuric acid produc- 
ing industries such as oil refining and steel manu- 
facturing are not required to install devices which 
would effectively catch the gasses, and automobiles, 
(CONTINUED ON INSIJjE FRONT COVER) : 
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[See packet #644 for background on internment] 

PRISON TAKEOVERS, DEMONSTRATIONS 
SWEEP NORTHERN IRELAND TO PROTEST INTERNMENT 

BELFAST (LNS)--Four coordinated prison rebellions 
and demonstrations in several Northern Ireland cities 
erupted on October 15 to protest internment, the more 
than three year old British policy which holds women, 
men and children in prison indefinitely, without charge 
or trial. Currently there are 600 people interned in 
Northern Ireland. 

Convicted prisoners and internees joined togeth- 
er in the protests which saw women prisoners at Armagh 
take officials hostage while those held captive at 
Long' Kesh, the largest prison camp, almost totally 
destroyed the camp by setting fire to it. Prisoners 
at Magilligan jail also set fire to it and confron- 
tations occurred between prisoners and officials at 
Crumlin Road jail. 

Internees have been imprisoned for a few months 
up to a full three years for their alleged "crimes'”, 
which include participating in demonstrations or be- 
longing to or having a parent belong to an illegal 
organization like the Iriih Republican Army (IRA). 
Organized groups of women have also been interned 
for intimidating soldiers, and children have been 
arrested for throwing stones at the British Army. 
Victims of internment have alsbi’dndludeH some Loyal- 
ists who still want to remain a part of Britian. 

Republicans--including both the Official and 
Provisional wings of the IRA and their political 
branches, the Sinn Fein organization--have long 
opposed internment, being its most common target. But 
recently, even anti-republican para-military groups 
like the Ulster Defense Organization (which has attack- 
ed Catholic- repub lie an neighborhoods) have come out 
against internment. 

In addition, the Northern Ireland Civil Rights 
Association has been working for the release of all 
internees. Republican and Loyalist. And in Dublin 
a political and historical review called Hibernia 
is conducting a massive and well organized anti- 
internment campaign. 

Since August, 1971, armed soldiers have rounded 
up hundreds of people, mostly in poor Catholic neigh- 
borhoods in Belfast and Derry, sending them off to 
reception centers in army and police barracks. Re- 
ports of beatings and the use of mind altering drugs 
to get information from internees are common. 

Under the Bristish Government's Detention Order, 
a detainee's case must be heard by a board of three 
commissioners within 28 days. But an average detainee 
is held seven to eight months before tJiilcasiC'wiUTebe 
heard.. Evidence is kept secret, no cross examination 
of witnesses is allowed, and there is not trial by 
j ury . 

At the Armagh women's prison one hundred prison- 
ers took governor Hugh Cunningham and three wardens 
hostage on October 16, Earlier, eleven of the women 
had been beaten for their announced fast in support 
of month-long protests at the Long Kesh prison camp, 
where most internees are held. 

The Armagh fast in support of the internees was 
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announced by a Company of Women Republican Pris- 
oners in a recent court appearance, where they 
explained that both Repub licars and Loyalists sup- 
ported the action. The women were soon dragged 
off by the Royal Ulster Constabulary and beaten 
and verbally threatened. It was only after the 
women at Armagh were assured on October 17 that 
protesters at Long Kesh would be unharmed that 
they released the hostages. 

Meanwhile, inside Long Kesh, called the Maze 
Prison by the British, the kitchen, hospital, vis- 
iting rooms and most of the prisoners' huts were 
burned down on October 15. The action followed a 
month of organized protests and threats to set 
fires if esaanditions of overcrowding, health haz- 
ards and poor quality food were not improved. The 
prisoners also protested the rigorous search pro- 
cedures used in the camp. Long Kesh is surround- 
ed by miles of fencing, electric barbed wire and 
a moat, as well as being patrolled by dogs. 

Explaining that their opposition is «imCd"'<at mor 
than just the conditions in Long Kesh one pris- 
oner said, "We hate complaing about the conditions 
--it's rather like the man going to the gallows 
who asked the hangman to use a nylon rope because 
the one made from natural fibers irritated his neck," 

At Magilligan jail in County Lond@P^;prfyethe 
kitchen and hospital were set on fire October 16. 

And in Crumlin Road jail in Belfast confrontations 
between activist; prisoners and authorities took 
place in the "A" wing October 16. It is here that 
three prisoners- -Brendan Mailey, Malachy Crilly 
and Sid McManus- -have been on a hunger strike 
since September 30, protesting their separation from 
thpse convicted for political offenses, most of 
whom are confined in Long Kesh or Magilligan jail. 

In several cities throughout Northern Ireland 
demonstrators acted in support of prisoners pro- 
testing internment. Lines of demonstrators clasped 
hands, barricading streets in the Catholic neigh- 
borhoods of Londonderry and Strabane, In Belfast 
there were reports of bus hijackings and burnings. 

Soon after this most recent wave of protests 
began, 15, 000 British troops were ordered into 
Northern Ireland on October 16, an act described 
by the British Army as "a temporary expedient for 
a specific operation." And 600 more troops were 
sent in the next day, some of whom will be used to 
rebuild Long Kesh prison. 

While the British Labor Party has promised to 
end internment, it has made no mo've to do so since 
it came to power. Merlyn Rees, Minister for Nor- 
thern Ireland, said of the rebellions that "such 
demonstrations will not influence me in any way," 
ruling out any change in the present internment pol- 
icy. 

Rees described the recent protests as "a de- 
termined and coordinated campaign to wreck the prir 
son system." 

--30-- 
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PLEASE FOLKS, IF YOU OWE US MONEY TRY TO PAY AS 
MUCH OF IT AS YOU CAN. WE WOULDN'T ASK IF WE DIDN'T 
NEED IT. ROCKY AM'T GIVING US NO GIFTS. Love. LN S 
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PRG, THIRD FORCE CALL FOR THIEU*S OUSTER BEFORE CON- 
TINUING DISCUSSIONS ON ENFORCEMENT OF PARIS ACCORDS 

PARIS (LNS)--On October 10, representatives of 
both the Provisional Revolutionary Government of 
South Vietnam (PRG) and the Third Force called for 
the ouster of South Vietnam President Thieu before 
talks can continue in Saigon and Paris on the appli- 
cation of the Paris Peace Accords o 

’’There is no point in continuing discussions 
on any level with the representatives of the war- 
like, corrupt and fascist dictatorship of Thieu,” 
explained Ambassador Dinh Ba Thi, interim head of 
the PRG delegation to the talks between the two 
South Vietnams taking place in Paris, ’’Negotiations 
with such an admins itrat ion cannot possibly lead to 
the solution of any of the questions that vitally 
interest the Vietnamese people e” 

Also at the Paris press conference was 65 year 
old Nguyen Long, a lawyer who was imprisoned in 
Saigon and a member of the Third Force (non-PRG 
members who are in opposition to Thieu) , ’’Thieu 
means war,” he stated. ”So long as he is in power, 
the war will continue and the Paris Agreement will 
not be applied,” 

”I was released at Loc Ninh, Long explained, 

”in the zone controlled by the PRG and turned over 
to the PRG although my home and office- -and my whole 
life-“are in Saigon, Faced with returning to the re- 
gime I detested, I remained with the PRG people in 
their zone and asked to be considered as a political 
refugee from Saigon 

With Long was a high school teacher and song 
writer, Ton That Lap, Arrested for writing anti- 
Thieu lyrics. Lap was released in October, 1973 and 
turned over to the PRG, although he is also a member 
of the Third Force, He too requested political asy- 
lum with the PRGo 

Lap spoke of repression in Saigon. ’’There is 
today one freedom for the a.rtist--the freedom to go 
to jailo” He described in detail the ’’cultural war” 
that the Thieu regime has been waging along with its 
military war. Since the signing of the Paris Agree- 
ment, Lap pointed out, about half the students in 
Saigon have had to abandon their studies, according 
to figures released by the Saigon regime itself. 

Another former prisoner to testify against the 
repression was a sociology student, Vo Nhu Lanh, who 
was active in the anti-war movement at Van Hanh Un- 
iversity in Saigon, He became acting president of 
the National Union of Students in South Vietnam 
after the arrest of the president. Lanh was arrested 
in May, 1972, during an anti-militarist demonstration 
and released to the PRG in July, 1973, He also asked 
for political asylum, 

’’All I witnessed in the society around me was 
corruption, repression and injustice. So I joined 
the movement against the regime, for peace and in- 
dependence, The great majority of the students are 
opposed to the dictatorship, regardless to -.-.religion 
or political ideology.” 

All three Third Force members continuously em- 
phasized the growing stV‘ongtriiof the anti-regime 
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movement in the big cities. South Vietnamts press, 
rahging from pro-U,S, to anti-Thieu, has banded 
together to oppose press censoship. There is 
now an active Committee for the Freedom of the 
Press and Publication, which on October 10 or- 
ganized a street demonstration in Saigon of 
about 1,000 people demanding the elimination of 
ThieuTs decrees against critical press. 

After the press conference, the Third Force 
members distributed the text of the Act of Accu- 
sation against Thieu that is being popularized 
by the People’s Movement Against Corruption, For 
National Salvation and Construction of Peace, a 
Catholic opposition group. The indictment contains 
specific charges of corruption against Thieu and 
his close associates such as buying private homes 
and land with public funds, monopolizing and art- 
ificially raising the price of fertilizer etCo 

It also accuses Thieu of complicity in drug 
traffic, citing revelations in Alfred McCoy’s 
book, The Politics of Herion in Southeast Asia-- 
which is banned in South Vietnam. The charges de- 
tail how Thieu’ s agents cover up and profit from 
the distribution and sale of drugs throughout the 
area. 

The broad political opposition to Thieu e- 
merging in the cities of South Vietnam is not going 
unnoticed in Washington. Even Thieu’s traditional 
base of support among Catholics is wearing awayo 
With the approval of most of the South Vietnamese 
bishops and the blessings of the Archbishop of 
Saigon, conservative Catholics, once the mainstay 
of the regime, have launched a campaign against 
Thieu. 

As a result of these intensifying movements, 
there is talk in Washington, according to the 
Washington-based Indochina Resource Center, ’’that 
the U.S. in order to diffuse the developing crisis 
may again ’switch horses’ and remove ThieUo” Many 
people feel that the removal of Thieu and his re- 
placement with another person willing to toe the 
U.S. line would make it easier for the Ford ad- 
ministration to get Congress to approve massive 
aid to South Vietnam. 

According to the Indochina Resource Center, 
Washington is looking to ’’support a CIA and AFL- 
CIO protege by the name of Tran Quoc Buuo” 

--30-- 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

WHAT'S THAT YOU SAY, ROCKY? 

"The communist Vietcong guerillas must be 
defeated. Winning the fight for freedom in Viet- 
nam is essential to the survival of all Asia„" 

--Vice-president designate 
Nelson Rockefeller, 1964 
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IS GERALD FORD COMING TO YOUR. HOME TOWN??????? 

Ford is out campaigning, for Republican can- 
didates and to convince that infaltion is the 
fault of working people, not big businesso Al- 
ready he has-been greeted by -many demonstration^ » 

If there is one in your area, let us knoWo 
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